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Paper Assignment

Respond to the question below in 5-7 pages.  Your answer MUST be double-spaced and must use 12-point in a commonly-used font (like Times New Roman) and 1” margins and should be free of grammatical and spelling errors.  The quality of the writing (including grammar) counts.  Make sure you have a clear, coherent thesis.  Make sure you answer the question.  Make sure you cite authors properly (both in terms of format and substance).

Plagiarism:

The CSUN catalog defines plagiarism as “intentionally or knowingly representing the words, ideas, or work of another as one’s own in academic exercise.”  I do not tolerate plagiarism or academic dishonesty of any kind and I will, at a minimum, give an F for the course to any student guilty of plagiarism.  The CSUN catalog also authorizes me to refer the case to the appropriate University officials and seek expulsion of the student from the University.  I will exercise that option if I feel it is warranted.  Make sure all your work is properly cited and DO NOT represent the work of another as your own.
Question:

Compare the presidencies of Barack Obama and Donald Trump by applying the theories of presidential power we’ve read about and have discussed this semester.  This is a difficult assignment for at least two reasons: First, it requires that we evaluate these presidencies in light of these theories rather than providing our own personal opinions for better or worse.  Second, it is difficult because we are still just 2 years into the Trump presidency so it may be difficult to draw definitive conclusions in this case.  For background on Obama and Trump, you should make sure to utilize the discussion of their backgrounds in your textbook (p. 187-205).
Make sure to consider the ideas of at least four of the following scholars in comparing these two presidencies:

· Stephen Skowronek

· James David Barber (as described by Nelson)

· Paul Quirk

· Samuel Kernell

· Bruce Miroff

· Richard Neustadt

